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NLC Resources on PFAS

Carolyn Berndt, Legislative Director for Sustainability on the
Federal Advocacy team at the National League of Cities (NLC)
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NLC Resources on PFAS

NLC

EVALUATING PFAS MANAGING
TREATMENT TECHNOLOGIES: PFAS WASTE:

A Comprehensive Guide

A Technical Framework . siy

or Local Decision-Makers
to Meet the 2024 EPA
Drinking Water Regulation

two chemicals from the per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances group—commeonly

On April 19, 2024, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) known as PFAS—as hazardous substances under the Comprehensive
s F Di i cific 2 i 4 o

issued a National Primary Drinking Water Regulation for specific per- and Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) or
polyflucroalkyl substances. a group of “forever chemicals” commonly 4 This & i ble EPA and oth

# 3 Superfund law. This designation wi able EPA and other agencies wit
known as PFAS. This regulation requires a year of PFAS testing to be e 3 o B e e o D
completed in municipalities by 2027, and may significantly impact water
treatment in local communities, depending on how much PFAS is in a
municipality’s water source. Water systems with PFAS above specified
levels must reduce them to the required level by 2029. This brief explores impacted as receivers of poliuted materials. This brief analyzes the implications

y of PFAS - "
the history of PFAS and the specifics of the new regulation in addition to of the CERCLA designation on municipa! util
providing a framework for choosing a treatment technology, with a focus a
mplementation of current and emerging opticns for PFAS disposa

on the three most common treatments: granular activated carbon, anion
exchange and high-pressure membrane solutions.

designated CERCLA authority to expedite cleanup of Superfund sites and
require immediate notification from facilties releasing substances above the

reportable quantity. Municipal wastewater agencies and lancfills will be especially

and services, focusing on the

Evaluating PFAS Treatment Managing PFAS Waste: A

Technologies: A Technical Comprehensive Guide for Local
Framework to Meet the 2024 EPA Decision-Makers

Drinking Water Requlation
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Treatment Technologies
« Granular Activated Carbon
* Anion Exchange
* High-pressure Membrane

Advantages and Disadvantages; Customizations; Case Studies

Steps for Discerning and Implementing a Treatment Technology
 Identify technology, Pilot Testing, Implementation

EVALUATING PFAS
TREATMENT TECHNOLOGIES:

A Technical Framework
to Meet the 2024 EPA
Drinking Water Regulation

issued a National Primary Drinking Water ulation for specific per- an:
uoroalkyl substances. a group




NLC Resource for Managing PFAS Waste

Disposal and Destruction Options
* Underground Injection Wells
« Landfills
 Thermal Treatment
» Land Application

Advantages and Disadvantages; Case Studies; PFAS
Destruction Pilot Treatments

Steps for Determining How PFAS is Affecting Your Community
« Testing and identifying the primary sources of PFAS
contamination
« Considering appropriate treatment and disposal options

MANAGING

PFAS WASTE:

A Comprehensive Guide
for Local Decision-Makers




Hazardous Substance Designation Under

Does not require clean up; confers liability for the cost of clean up
» Current and past owners and operators of a facility
» Generators and parties that arrange for the disposal or transport of the hazardous substances

Subijects local governments to third party lawsuits and future liability

Impacts on municipal operations
* Drinking water, wastewater, stormwater utilities
» Landfills
» Airport/firefighting operations

Need Congressional Action — Contact Your Members of Congress to urge liability protection for
local governments that did not cause or contribute to PFAS contamination

NLC supports H.R. 1267 — Water Systems PFAS Liability Protection Act sponsored by Reps.
Gluesenkamp Perez (D-WA) and Maloy (R-UT)



https://nlc.quorum.us/campaign/48865/
https://gluesenkampperez.house.gov/posts/gluesenkamp-perez-maloy-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-shield-southwest-washington-ratepayers-from-pfas-cleanup-costs

Additional Resources — AWWA

PFAS Treatment Evaluation: Framework for Approaching Permit/Plan Approval — A
guide for organizing and collecting data to support decision-making.

Drinking Water Treatment for PFAS Selection Guide — To assist water systems with
drinking water treatment decisions for PFAS.

Source Water Evaluation Guide for PFAS — To help water systems evaluate their water
supply for PFAS contamination and identify potential sources of PFAS contamination.



https://www.awwa.org/wp-content/uploads/PFAS-Treatment-Evaluation-Framework-for-Approaching-Permit-Plan-Approval.pdf
https://www.awwa.org/wp-content/uploads/Drinking-Water-Treatment-for-PFAS.pdf
https://www.awwa.org/wp-content/uploads/Source-Water-Evaluation-Guide-for-PFAS.pdf

PFAS Legal Case Settlements

This information is not meant to provide legal advice. Local leaders should consult the city’s
legal counsel.

Source: NLC Partner Blog — PFAS Settlement Deadlines Updated: How to Secure Your
City’s Share of Funding

Upcoming Phase 2 PFAS Drinking Water Settlement Deadlines

Phase 2 Action Fund Claims (3M & DuPont) Deadline: July 31, 2026 — This is the
primary claims submission deadline date by which all required documentation must be
submitted.

Phase 2 Special Needs Fund Claims (3M and DuPont) Deadline: August 1, 2026 —
Municipalities that have incurred or are planning to incur costs to manage PFAS before Aug.
1 can file a claim seeking to recover some of those unexpected costs. The Special Needs
Fund can provide additional funding above and beyond primary “Action Fund” claims.


https://www.nlc.org/article/2026/02/06/pfas-settlement-deadlines-updated-how-to-secure-your-citys-share-of-funding/
https://www.nlc.org/article/2026/02/06/pfas-settlement-deadlines-updated-how-to-secure-your-citys-share-of-funding/

Questions? Get in touch.

Carolyn Berndt

Legislative Director for Sustainability
National League of Cities
Berndt@nlc.org
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NACo Resources and
Advocacy Efforts on PFAS

* Charlotte Mitchell, Associate Legislative Director for
Environment, Energy and Land Use policy at National
Association of Counties (NACo)



https://www.naco.org/
https://www.naco.org/
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Stronger Counties. Stronger America.

Our Mission
Strengthen America’s Counties

Our Vision
Healthy, safe and vibrant counties across America
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NACo Resources on PFAS

PFAS Passive Receiver
Protections for Counties

As owners, users and regulators of water infrastructure, counties are directly impacted
by federal water quality regulations. On April 19, 2024, the U.S. Environmental Protection
i two PFAS chemicals as under the

Agency (EPA) published a final rule
o :

Response, Ci

The rule could place a significant economic burden on

counties, as PFAS is suspended in the environment

which leads to accumulation in wa
fills and other facilitie

systems, land

ed by countie

owned of of

Given the ubiquity of PFAS, county governments, water

systems, landfills and airports could be subject to the
rule’s reporting and financial iability requirements.

What are PFAS?

PFAS, per- and poly-fluoroalkyl =

stances, are a group
of synthetic chemicals that are used in a wide variety
of household, commercial and industrial applications.
PFAS can

Commonly referred to as "forever chemic:

Given the ubiquity of PFAS, county governments, water systems, landfi
could be subject to the rule’s reporting and financial liability requirements.

and Liability Act (CERCLA).

persist in the environment for decades and can nega-
tively affect human heaith. Exposure can occur in a
variety of ways, including by breathing air containing
PFAS, drinking water contaminated with PFAS and
swallowing sail or dust contaminated with PFAS,

Who are Passive Receivers?

Passive e

jers include drinking water systems;
wastewater treatment facilities and biosolids manage-
ment; municipal soid waste landills and composting
facilities. Counties and other local governments are
passive receivers as many own water infrastructure
facilities and landills

. and airports

Why are Passive Receiver
Protections Needed?

The 2024 CERCLA nie authorizes EPA to investigate
releases of hazardous PFAS chemicals into the environ-
ment and compel responsible parties, including owners
and operators of facilities and vessels, to clean up
contaminated sites or to reimburse EPA for the cost of
cleanup. Responsible parties are also able o sue other
parties they believe to be responsible for contamination,
such as county governments, to recover cleanup costs.

EPA issued an Enforcement Discretion Policy alongside
the CERCLA rule stating that they would focus enforce-
ment actions on manufacturers of PFAS and do not intend
to hold passive receivers liable. However, the policy does
not provide explicit protections for passive receivers as
it does not prevent other responsible parties from suing
county governments to recover cleanup costs. Addition-
ally, it is not legally binding and nothing included in the
policy prevents a future administration from revoking it

What can Counties do?

Counties urge Congress to provide passive receivers with
the necessary Eabiiity refief. If not granted an exemp.

tion, counties could be forced to pay for the cleanup of
substances in which they had no role in the creation or
distribution - shifting the ‘polluter pays” principle of the law
10 ‘community pays’ model, placing the burden of compli-
ance and cleanup onto ratepayers and residents.

NACo will continue to advocate for legisiation that ensures
focal govemments are explicitly recognized as passive
receivers of PFAS and are provided a narmow exemption
from Rability under CERCLA.
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Recent Congressional Action TN

2023

EPW releases draft PFAS bill - no passive receive protections included
Sen. Lummis bills (R-WY) - suite of 5 passive receiver protection bills

2024
Curtis(R-UT)/Glusenkamp Perez (D-WA) - Water Systems PFAS Liability Protection Act

2025
Maloy (R-UT)/ Glusenkamp Perez (D-WA) - Water Systems PFAS Liability Protection Act

Advocacy ask: Urge your members of Congress to pass liability protection for passive
receivers of PFAS



Thank you!

Charlotte Mitchell Duyshart

Associate Legislative Director - Environment, Energy and Land Use
National Association of Counties

cmitchell@naco.org
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Questions?




Thank You
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