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Meet Your Hosts

Danielle Denk, RA, ASLA

Senior Director,
National Community Schoolyards Initiative
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Welcome + Introductions

National Landscape: Community Schoolyards

Advancing Utility Goals with Green Schoolyards
Moderated Q+A and Closing
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Connecting everyone to the outdoors™

Trust for Public Land

Climate Smart
Community Schoolyards

Red Wing, MN




Access to the outdoors Is a
fundamental human need

and essential to our health
and well-being.

PEOPLE NEED
PARKS AND

GREEN SPACES




But great parks aren’t created equal.

Today, one In three people, including 28 million
children, don’t have a park or green space
within a 10-minute walk (half mile) of home.




Communities that value and invest in

UTDOOR ACCESS
FOR ALL ARE...

HEALTHIER MORE RESILIENT MORE INCLUSIVE




WHO WE SERVE

Tribes and Native
directly supports Black, serves communities Iin groups to date.

Hispanic, Asian, and other the bottom quartile of
communities of color. household income.




OUR IMPACT ACROSS
THE COUNTRY

5,500+ $112+ Billion
409 4+ Million Acres
26
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OUR WORK ON THE GROUND
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CREATING TRAILS ~  CREATING PARKS
Our parks and monuments tell the As the most prolific trail Did you know that 100 million Community schoolyards are
story of our past and present, but organization in the country in terms people in this country lack a symbols of community
they're at risk. When we preserve of miles created and protected, we quality park close to home? To empowerment. Our model allows
them, we enshrine the full history establish carbon-free transportation eliminate that gap, we listen to students, parents, teachers, and
that defines our nation and networks that connect people to community members and residents to design these powerful
connects us to one another. nature, recreation, schools, leverage our relationships and resources that improve health and

workplaces, and each other expertise to help them create education outcomes and increase

parks that serve and connect climate resilience.

people to nature and each other.
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Climate Smart Community
Schoolyards

Danielle Denk, Trust for Public Land
Senior Director, Schoolyards Initiative




Children spend less than
7 minutes a day engaged
In unstructured outdoor

play.

Children spend over 7
hours on screens.
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Rates of poor mental
health are skyrocketing
among youth.
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Activity levels among
children are at an all-
time low.
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HEALTH

 Spending time in nature
can help relieve stress and
anxiety.

* The presence of outdoor
recreation spaces in
children’s neighborhoods
positively affects their
well-being.

* High-quality playground
amenities are directly
associated with 15%—28%
higher levels of MVPA.
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Parks serving
communities of color are
half the size and 40%
more crowded than

parks in predominantly
white communities.

Parks and schoolyards
serving communities of
color receive less
investment and offer
fewer amenities.
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? BEFORE: E.M. Stanton School, Philadelphia, PA
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If all schools in the U.S
were transformed and open
to the community after
hours, 80 million residents
would gain a park within a
10-minute walk of home,
iIncluding 20 million people
who currently lack access.

Meaningful community
engagement fosters a
greater sense of
ownership over public
space improvements.
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Of the 95,000 public
schools, most lack places
for teachers to take

students outside to learn.
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Community Schoolyards
positively impact
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Be courteous and respectful of others
Use al your own nisk
Adults must be accompanied by a child

All games and activites thai could
damage the lawns are restricted

B e —smr e e R B L [ A g [ e « Access to nature improves

No safling of food or other Hems

No weapons, smoking, illegal drugs

i T —— il e ol - = ~: cognitive function, brain

No alcohol

No pets or animals, except for service

Il T ST T T S R = activity, blood pressure,
' ‘ mental health, physical
activity, and sleep.
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No amplified music spitting
Inappropriate language, verbal abuse
or flighting

—
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Violalors may be restricted from future
use, cjected, fined, or assessed
damages for repairs

d o

« School students engaged
In learning in natural
environments have been
found to have higher
achievement.
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Of the 2 million acres of
school grounds, most In
urban communities are void
of trees and covered with

asphailt.

Asphalt traps heat.

Asphalt floods during storms
Asphalt releases

petrochemicals into the water
and air.

BEFORE: Winthrop Campus, Brooklyn, NY
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If all schools had

a Community Schoolyard:
50,000,000 students
and 80,000,000
community members
would benefit from
increased tree canopy,
improved air quality,
reduced temperature and
reduced flooding.

AFTER: Winthrop Campus, Brooklyn, NY
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Managing urban flooding

Improved water quality Reduced flooding
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FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY
SITEWORKS LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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TPL renovated NYC schoolyards capture 67,585,000 gallons of
stormwater annually

Tim Wimborne / Reuters TRUST Fo-r
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Impacts

Community Schoolyards deliver health,
climate, equity, community and learning
outcomes for students, the school and the

surrounding neighborhood.

These impacts lead to thriving, resilient,
just, educated and empowered students

and community.

The evidence is clear. The opportunity is
everywhere and the time is now.




Community Schoolyard
A healthy, nature-filled, outdoor
learning space at school thatis
inclusively designed to advance
health, climate resilience, outdoor
learning and open to the
community to enjoy after school
hours.



Getting to
scale

EMPOWER

CATALYZE
CHANGE

ADVOCATE

ENABLE
FUND

EDUCATE

DISSEMINATE
EVALUATE

To make Community Schoolyards the
standard across the country, TPL has
iImplemented a 4-part scaling strategy:

= Work with local school districts to create
new Community Schoolyards to demonstrate impact.

=DUCATE = Conduct research and disseminate
findings on the impacts of Community Schoolyards on

health, social connection, learning and climate
resilience.

ADVOCATE- Advance programs with federal, state,

local, and Tribal governments to support enabling
public policy and funding.

EMPOWER- Give governments, school districts and
nonprofits the tools to transform schoolyards and open
them to the community independently.
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Getting to

scale - Work with local school

districts to create new Community
Schoolyards to demonstrate impact.
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Community Schoolyard Process

Site Analysis Field Trips
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Stewardship

Student Design
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Public Private Partnership / Structure

CREATE
funding partners implementation partner design partner
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Getting to scale

Conduct research and

disseminate findings on the impacts
of Community Schoolyards on health,
soclal connection, learning and
climate resilience.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS:

With University of Washington and others —
Increased Activity Levels (Tacoma Schoolyard
Study)

With UCLA and others — Heat mitigation impacts
(LA Schoolyards Study)

RESEARCH UNDERWAY:

With University of Arizona — Increased Academic
Performance (New York Study)

With USFS, University of Arizona and others —
Return on Investment (New York and Philadelphia)
With Pew Charitable Trust - Sense of belonging
and community connection (Philadelphia
Research)

With New York Presbyterian - Increased use of
schoolyard after school hours (New York
Evaluation)
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Getting to scale

ADVOCATE

ENABLE
FUND

ADVOCATE - Advance programs with
federal, state, local, and Tribal
governments to support enabling public
policy and public funding.

PASSED:

* CAProp2/Prop4($10 B for school infrastructure / $10 B
for climate resilience)

* Los Angeles Unified School District — Bond Measure ($1.25
B for green fund)

e CO-%4M new Schoolyards Grant Program

* PADCNR expanded eligibility for schoolyards

WORK UNDERWAY:
 State Grant Programs: PA, MN, MA, WA
* Department of Education: Revitalizing American

Schoolyards Act just introduced in the Senate by Martin
Heinrich (D, NM).
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Please Endorse the Revitalizing American Schoolyards Act

The Bill will create a $1 M per
schoolyard grant program to
advance Green Schoolyards,
Living Schoolyards and
Community Schoolyards.

* House Bill (H. R. 8303)
* Senate Bill (S. 4258)

Please endorse this very
Important legislation.

-Thank youl!
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Getting to scale

EMPOWER

CATALYZE
CHANGE

EMPOWER- Give governments, school
districts and nonprofits the tools to
transform schoolyards and open them to
the community independently.

RESOURCES/SUPPORT

Forested Community Schoolyards Program - $18 million to
cities, schools and non-profits to increase tree canopy and
nature access within schoolyards.

Community Schoolyard Inspiration Video
 https://events.tpl.org/ncss26/registration/form

Equitable Community Schoolyards Decision Support Tool
e www.tplgis.org/communityschoolyardsmap/

How to Create a Community Schoolyards Toolkit

* https://www.tpl.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/09/011922_Community-
Schoolyards_P2.pdf

Turf in Parks and Schoolyards
* https://www.tpl.org/resource/artificial-turf-in-parks-
playgrounds-report

Quarterly Community of Practice - Schoolyards Peer
Learning Network
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Park inequity by the
hnumbers... \/
According to TPL's ParkServe analysis, /N

how many people in the U.S. don’t have

a park or public greenspace within a
10-minute walk of home?

A. 20 million

B. 65 million

C. 100 million

D. 140 million ).-
/\
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Community Schoolyards

If all schoolyards were transformed and
open to the public after school, how
many people would gain access to a
NEW park within a 10-minute walk of

. &
\

home?
g ; rr:IiIIIIIi(c))rr]\ Fp))i(c))zllee Research shows that Commgnity
- Schoolyards advance what kind of
C. 20 million people outcomes?
D. 28 million people A Health
B. Climate Resilience
C. Learning

D. All the above
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We have an opportunity to transform vulnerable
schoolyards into resilient infrastructure

Before... After

o “aren
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Since 1972, TPL has protected 4 million
acres of public land; created 5,364 parks,
trails, schoolyards, and iconic outdoor places;
raised $93 billion in public funding for parks
and public lands; and connected nearly 9.4
million people to the outdoors.

To learn more, visit tpl.org.

Danielle Denk

danielle.denk@tpl.org

Facebook:

LinkedIn:

witter:

Instagram:

Thank you!


mailto:danielle.denk@tpl.org

Advancing
Utility Goals
with Green
Schoolyards
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Why are schoolyards a good opportunity for utilities to
meet their stormwater / water quality goals?
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_ _ Centralized, district-level _ .
Large impervious areas _ Educational opportunities
program buy-in
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What factors contribute to successful programs from
an implementer’s perspective?

Strong support at the Supplemental funding Public-private
school site and for non-stormwater-related partnership program
school district levels amenities

®
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Manages 1.7 acres of
impervious area with Gl
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St. Anne of the Sunset san rrancisco, ca



Green Luminary® awarded project |
managing 70K gallons of stormwater

during major rain events
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Willow Glen Primary School st. rrancis, wi



WHAT IS YOUR
FAVORITE COLOR?
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Burr Oak Academy CALUMET PARK, IL
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Over $30M in financial + technical assistance
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DEPARTMENT OF ENYIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

Local Watershed
Program Manager Advocacy Groups

® . /

— Sea Grant

LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Lake Champlain
Basin Program Stormwater Education, Outreach Activities,

Capacity Building

American Rescue
Plan Act (ARPA)

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

GREENPRINT = PARTNERS 48



Phosphorous Total Maximum Daily Loads

PHOSPHORUS SOURCES
IN LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Wastewater Treatment Facilities Developed Lands

e Including Paved Roads
Forest Lands 14% )
15%
Unpaved
Roads
6%
Stream
Instability
22%
Agricultural
Lands
40%

Lake Champlain
Watershed

Champlain TMDLs require a 21% reduction
from “developed lands.”
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ermont Green Schools Inntiative

Vermont Department of Environmental

Conservation
Western VT

Program to help 60+ public schools comply with stormwater
regulations under the Vermont Clean Water Act

61 schools 457 acres

constructed STPs across VT of impervious surface treated

221 kglyr

of phosphorus removed from waterways
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Program Process

PHASE 1 Educate and Design

* Educate schools about the program
* Enroll schools
» Subcontract to local design engineers for each school

* QObtain permits

PHASE 2 Bid and Build

» Publicly bid construction for each school
* Manage construction (with design engineers) and payments
* QObtain “Initial Statement of Compliance”
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Leverage Requirements

10% 10%

of contract value of contract value
In cash via educational
opportunities

[ S )

GREENPRINT = PARTNERS

« Student field trips

« Teacher education on stormwater

management

» Tree plantings at school

- Maintenance staff training

« Hosting a guest speaker

- Conference attendance

* Ribbon cutting event

« Creation of an Ecology Club
- Educational video

« Qutdoor classroom design

52
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Structuring Green Schoolyard Programs for
Long-1erm Impact

Incorporate outside funding Leverage educational Remove
for non-stormwater opportunities administrative burden from
infrastructure participating schools

(®) O O
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Upcoming Webinars

Green Schoolyards Green Schoolyards
in Milwaukee in Chicagoland
July 9, 2026 July 28, 2026

g Follow EFCN on Linkedin
EFCN for registration info!
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Jim Sparber
jsparber@greenprintpartners.com

THANK YOU!
Please reach out to:

Questions?

Danielle Denk
danielle.denk@tpl.org
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