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A lot of information: 

add your questions to 

the Q&A dialogue box 

in GoToWebinar



Types of Grant 

Opportunities & 

Federal Forms 



Grant 

Funding – 

Request for 

Application 

(RFA) 

This is a financial award awarded by the 

federal, state, or local governments for the 

benefit of a project of research. 

The RFA inform researchers and other 

organizations that they present a proposal on 

how the funding could be used.

The request for application will typically 

outline what types of programs are eligible, 

what the expectations are, and how 

applications can be submitted and reviewed.



Grant 

Funding -  

Notice Of 

Funding 

Opportunity

(NOFO) 

This is a financial award awarded by the 

federal, state, or local governments for the 

benefit of a project of research. 

NOFO - a public document that describes a 

funding opportunity, including the eligibility 

requirements, application process, and review 

criteria. 

Agencies issue NOFOs when they are ready to 

accept applications for grants or cooperative 

agreements. NOFOs are available on 

Grants.gov.



Difference between a RFA and NOFO.

An RFA is type of NOFO. 

Both the RFA and NOFO are formal announcements that indicate funding is available for specific 

projects of goals. 

While the format and requirements may differ, grant notifications typically include a budget, purpose, 

and evidence. 

RFAs target a specific topic area, while other types of NOFOs, like program announcements (PAs) with 

special considerations (PARs), may have a broader scope.



What is a “Request for Applications (RFA)?”

A formal statement that solicits grants or cooperative 

agreement applications in a well-defined scientific area 

to accomplish specific program objectives. 

Do not confuse with a Request for Proposals 

(RFP), which solicits for bids, whereas RFAs 

solicit for proposals for grants. 



What Does an 

RFA Look 

Like?



Example RFA from U.S. 

E.P.A.

Solid Waste Infrastructure 

For Recycling (SWIF) Grants) 

For Tribes and Inter tr



Understanding the RFA

REVIEW THE 

TABLE OF 

CONTENTS

KNOW THE 

SCOPE OF WORK 

– WHAT IS YOUR 

PROJECT AND 

WHAT ARE THE 

GOALS? DOES IT 

FIT WITH THE 

RFA 

REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT IS THE 

AMOUNT 

AVAILABLE FOR 

FUNDING?

IS YOUR 

TRIBAL/TRIBAL 

CONSORTIA 

ELIGIBLE?

IS THERE A 

PAGE LIMIT?

DEADLINE DATE 

FOR 

SUBMISSION





Other Things to Consider: Scope of Work

(Eligible Activities)

Examples:

• Deve lop or update plans focused on 

encouraging envi ronmental ly sound post -

consumer materia ls  management such as 

source  reduction  (e .g.,  repai r c linics,  reuse 

centers) , co l lection, storage,  transportation, 

compost ing,  recycling, and/or markets for 

recyclables; 

• Establ ish or ident ify end-markets for the use 

of recycled mater ials





Eligible Applicants



What is a “Notice of Funding 

Opportunity(NOFO)?”

Includes a description of the project and entities that are eligible 

to apply. If your Tribe is interested in applying for a funding 

opportunity, first review the eligibility criteria located within the 

NOFO. 

A notice of funding opportunity (NOF) is a formal 

announcement inviting grant award applications from 

extramural investigators. 



Clean Water Indian Set-Aside 

Program

https://www.epa.gov/small-and-rural-wastewater-

systems/clean-water-indian-set-aside-program 

https://www.epa.gov/small-and-rural-wastewater-systems/clean-water-indian-set-aside-program
https://www.epa.gov/small-and-rural-wastewater-systems/clean-water-indian-set-aside-program


https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-05/fy-24-joint-tribal-
allocation-memo_may-2024.pdf 

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-05/fy-24-joint-tribal-allocation-memo_may-2024.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-05/fy-24-joint-tribal-allocation-memo_may-2024.pdf


The Clean Water Indian 

Set-Aside Program

The  EPA Regions  are  expected t o advi se  the  local  IHS  

a rea  of f i ce s and Tr ibes  on pro jec t s el ec ti ons. 

The  Tr ibes  themse lv es a re t o  determine how they would 

l ik e t o re ce iv e CWISA funding.  

Funding can be provided ei the r through a d i rec t EPA 

grant  to  the Tr ibe  or t hrough an Inte ragency Agreement 

wi th IHS,  who w il l  manage  the  pro je ct  through a 

Memorandum o f  Agreement,  or  o the r simi la r  mechani sm, 

wi th the T r ibe . 







Contact the  IHS Area Off ice 

Coordinator if you should have  

questions.  

A lso,  con tact the U.S.  EPA 

Region Coordinator.



Indian Health 
Service (IHS) & 
the Sanitation 
Deficiency 
System

Department of 
Health & Human 
Services

https://www.ihs.gov/sites/dsfc/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/Final_SDS_Guide_v2.pdf 

THE INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE (IHS) SANITATION 
DEFICIENCY SYSTEM (SDS) IS AN INVENTORY 

OF PROJECTS DEVELOPED TO ADDRESS 
EXISTING SANITATION DEFICIENCIES IN 
AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKA NATIVE 

COMMUNITIES.  THIS GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 
PROVIDES THE STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES 
FOR IDENTIFYING DEFICIENCIES, DEVELOPING 

PROJECTS, AND PRIORITIZING PROJECTS.  

ALL IHS AREAS, REGARDLESS OF HOW THE 
SANITATION FACILITIES CONSTRUCTION (SFC) 
PROGRAM IS DELIVERED, MUST REPORT THEIR 

SANITATION DEFICIENCIES UNIFORMLY AS 
PROJECTS ACCORDING TO THESE GUIDELINES, 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTIONS 1632 (G) (2) 

AND (3) OF THE INDIAN HEALTH CARE 
IMPROVEMENT ACT. 

https://www.ihs.gov/sites/dsfc/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/Final_SDS_Guide_v2.pdf




Funding through Indian 
Health Service (IHS) 
with the Sanitation 
Deficiency System

https://www.ihs.gov/sites/dsfc/themes/responsive2017
/display_objects/documents/Final_SDS_Guide_v2.pdf 

https://www.ihs.gov/sites/dsfc/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/Final_SDS_Guide_v2.pdf
https://www.ihs.gov/sites/dsfc/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/Final_SDS_Guide_v2.pdf


Research the 
Funding 
Opportunities

Climate Change, Resiliency 
& Adaptation
Tribal Climate Resilience 
Annual Awards Program | 
Indian Affairs (bia.gov)

https://www.bia.gov/service/tcr-annual-awards-program
https://www.bia.gov/service/tcr-annual-awards-program
https://www.bia.gov/service/tcr-annual-awards-program


https://www.bia.gov/bia/ots/tcr/previous-awards 

https://www.bia.gov/bia/ots/tcr/previous-awards


Matching 

Funds
Be sure to check if there is a requirement or not. 



4 things to know





You cannot use grants.gov without 

SAM

http://grants.gov/




If you have an old 

account, make sure it’s 

still active grants.gov 

requires a new password 

every 6 weeks.

http://grants.gov/




It’s how the government tracks you and the flow 

of federal $$

http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform/displayHomePage.do 

http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform/displayHomePage.do


Keep in Mind 

the Application 

Submission 

Deadline
Most, if not all Federal Agency wil l require 

submission based of Eastern Time (ET)



Application Materials 

The following forms and documents are required under this 

announcement: Mandatory Documents: 

1. Application for Federal Assistance (SF-424); 

2. Budget Information for Non-Construction Programs (SF-424A); 

3. EPA Key Contacts Form 5700-54; 

4. EPA Form 4700-4 Pre-award Compliance Review Report; 

5. Project Narrative Attachment Form: Use this to submit your 

Project Narrative, prepared as described in Section IV.E: Content 

of Application Submission. 



Federal Forms 

to know 















Don’t Forget!

Also know the timeframe for 

your Tribal leader's approval.





Know and 

Understand the 

Evaluation Criteria 

of the RFA or 

other grants

EVALUATION &  CRITERIA MAX. POINTS PER 
CRITERION

1. Project Summary & Approach 35

2. Impactful Approaches & Solutions 15

3. Measuring Environmental Impacts: Anticipated 
Outcomes & Outputs

10

4. Programmatic Capability & Past Performance 10

5. Budget & Expenditure of Awarded Grant Funds 10

6. Project Sustainability 5

7. Project Replicability 15

Total 100



Award 

Administration 

Information

Award Noti f ica tion –  t imeframe li sted 

in the  RFA

Cooperative  Agreement between the  

Tribe and Federa l Agency

Getting started and fo llowing 

reporting requi rements –  quarter ly,  bi -

annual ly, annually

Have fun whi le  deve loping your 

project



Questions?
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