
Identifying Funding Needs & 
Finding Opportunities

Grant Funding for Tribes 



A lot of information: 
break in at any time 

to ask questions



What is your Biggest CHALLENGE
in Applying for Grants??



What are the needs of 
the Tribe?
• Wastewater
• Drinking water
• Water Quality
• Climate Adaptation
• Solid Waste
• Other needs?



What Types of Funding is 
Available?

There are many types of federal grant opportunities, these are just a few examples. 



Identifying the Specifics of Your Tribe’s Needs

Wastewater

• Feasibility 
Assessment for 
Wastewater 
Treatment 

• Training for staff in 
wastewater

Drinking Water

• Identifying a new 
sources of drinking 
water

• Training for staff in 
drinking water

Climate Adaptation

• Vulnerability 
Assessment of 
wastewater 
treatment 

• Adaptation Plan 
specific to 
wastewater 
resilience



Federal Water and 
Wastewater 

Resources for Tribes
https://www.epa.gov/tribaldrinkingwater

/federal-water-and-wastewater-
resources-tribes

https://www.epa.gov/tribaldrinkingwater/federal-water-and-wastewater-resources-tribes
https://www.epa.gov/tribaldrinkingwater/federal-water-and-wastewater-resources-tribes
https://www.epa.gov/tribaldrinkingwater/federal-water-and-wastewater-resources-tribes


What Resources Are Available to Assist with Identifying Needs?

ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AGENCY;

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
AND HUMAN SERVICES, 

INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE;

DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE - RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT;

DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR, BUREAU OF 

RECLAMATION;

CENTERS FOR DISEASE 
CONTROL AND 
PREVENTION;

DEPARTMENT OF 
HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT; AND

FEDERAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY.



Indian Health Service
https://www.ihs.gov/oehe/ 

https://www.ihs.gov/oehe/


Funding through Indian Health Service (IHS) 
with the Sanitation Deficiency System

https://www.ihs.gov/sites/newsroom/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/2024_Letters/DTLL_042324.pdf 

https://www.ihs.gov/sites/newsroom/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/2024_Letters/DTLL_042324.pdf


Indian Health Service (IHS) & the Sanitation 
Deficiency System

Department of Health & Human Services

https://www.ihs.gov/sites/dsfc/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/Final_SDS_Guide_v2.pdf 

The Indian Health Service (IHS) Sanitation Deficiency System (SDS) is an inventory of projects 
developed to address existing sanitation deficiencies in American Indian and Alaska Native 
communities.  This guidance document provides the standards and procedures for identifying 
deficiencies, developing projects, and prioritizing projects.  

All IHS Areas, regardless of how the Sanitation Facilities Construction (SFC) Program is delivered, 
must report their sanitation deficiencies uniformly as projects according to these guidelines, in 
accordance with Sections 1632 (g) (2) and (3) of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act. 

https://www.ihs.gov/sites/dsfc/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/Final_SDS_Guide_v2.pdf


Funding through Indian Health Service (IHS) 
with the Sanitation Deficiency System

https://www.ihs.gov/sites/dsfc/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/Final_SDS_Guide_v2.pdf 

https://www.ihs.gov/sites/dsfc/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/Final_SDS_Guide_v2.pdf


Purpose 
This guidance document contains the standard procedures used by the IHS to report 
the sanitation deficiencies of American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) homes and 
communities. This guidance document is a reference for tribal leaders who identify 
sanitation deficiencies that may be eligible for funding to support the construction of 
sanitation facilities under Public Law (P.L.) 86-121 (codified at 42 U.S.C. § 2004a).

Photo from the USEPA Archive 
https://archive.epa.gov/region9/tribal/web/html/water-2.html Photo from the Tribal Community Development Website for Seminole Tribe of Florida

https://tcd.semtribe.com/services/public-works-%28transportation%29 

https://archive.epa.gov/region9/tribal/web/html/water-2.html
https://tcd.semtribe.com/services/public-works-%28transportation%29


Program Authorities
P.L. 86-121 authorizes the IHS to provide and maintain essential water supply, sewage 
disposal, and solid waste disposal facilities for AI/AN homes and communities as part 
of the Indian Health Service’s comprehensive health care mission to raise the 
physical, mental, social, and spiritual health of American Indians and Alaska Natives 
to the highest level. P.L. 86-121 and SFC Program requirements are discussed 
extensively in the Criteria for the Sanitation Facilities Construction Program (Criteria 
Document

https://integratedwaterservices.com/projects/tribal-village-in-new-
mexico-upgrades-wastewater-treatment-system/





Division of Sanitation Facilities Construction
https://www.ihs.gov/oehe/ 

Photos taken from IHS DSFC

https://www.ihs.gov/oehe/


Indian Health Service

Division of Sanitation 
Facilities Construction 
(DSFC) Project Dashboard
https://experience.arcgis.com/experi
ence/57d6d8af01f44b36aaba4c7a61
7ee260/ 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/57d6d8af01f44b36aaba4c7a617ee260/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/57d6d8af01f44b36aaba4c7a617ee260/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/57d6d8af01f44b36aaba4c7a617ee260/




Going back to …the NEEDS of the Tribe

Wastewater

Feasibility Assessment 
for Wastewater 
Treatment 
Training for staff in 
wastewater

Drinking Water

Identifying a new 
sources of drinking 
water
Training for staff in 
drinking water

Climate 
Adaptation

Vulnerability 
Assessment of 
wastewater treatment 
Adaptation Plan specific 
to wastewater resilience



Understanding Which Grant Opportunity Works Best

Search possible grant 
opportunities

Read through the grant 
announcement Is your Tribe eligible Review the allowable 

activities

Check date for 
submission (ensures that 
you have enough time to 
complete a proposal and 

federal forms)

Length of grant – 1-year, 2-
year, etc.

Are there any matches? 
Cost-share? Cash match? 

In-kind



So…Which One to Choose

Knowing which grant opportunity 
fits the Tribe’s needs should be 

prioritized…but don’t limit yourself  
to a particular grant

Talk to the grant 
coordinator at the 

Federal agency 

Gather the information 
you need, internally, to 
develop the proposal 
narrative, the budget 
and budget narrative



Visit Websites 
and learn about 

Funding 
Opportunities



Federal Funding for Tribal 
Projects



Research the Funding 
Opportunities

Clean Water Indian Set-Aside 
Program

https://www.epa.gov/small-and-rural-wastewater-
systems/clean-water-indian-set-aside-program 

https://www.epa.gov/small-and-rural-wastewater-systems/clean-water-indian-set-aside-program
https://www.epa.gov/small-and-rural-wastewater-systems/clean-water-indian-set-aside-program




https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-06/CWISA-program-funding.pdf 

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-06/CWISA-program-funding.pdf


https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-05/fy-24-joint-tribal-allocation-
memo_may-2024.pdf 

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-05/fy-24-joint-tribal-allocation-memo_may-2024.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-05/fy-24-joint-tribal-allocation-memo_may-2024.pdf


Tribal 
Community 

Funding

• EPA Clean Water Indian Set-Aside (CWISA) 
Grant Program

Provides funding for wastewater infrastructure to Indian tribes and 
Alaska Native Villages. EPA administers this program in cooperation with 
the Indian Health Service (IHS). Tribes must identify their wastewater 
needs to the IHS Sanitation Deficiency System to receive funding.

• EPA Environmental Protection in Indian Country - 
Grants

Provides information for tribes about EPA and other federal grant 
resources and regulations and policies for applying for assistance.

• U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development - Resources for Native Americans

The Indian Housing Block Grant Program is a formula grant that funds various 
activities, include housing development, assistance to housing developed under 
the Indian Housing Program, housing services to eligible families and individuals, 
crime prevention and safety, and model approaches to solving affordable housing 
problems.

• U.S. Department of Health and Human Services: 
Administration for Native Americans 
Environmental Regulatory Enhancement

Provides financial assistance to tribes and Native American nonprofit organizations 
for projects that address environmental regulatory enhancement, including 
formulating ordinances, implementing laws, and training community members to 
manage natural resources.

https://www.epa.gov/small-and-rural-wastewater-systems/clean-water-indian-set-aside-program
https://www.epa.gov/small-and-rural-wastewater-systems/clean-water-indian-set-aside-program
https://www.epa.gov/tribal/grants-tribes
https://www.epa.gov/tribal/grants-tribes
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ana
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ana
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ana
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ana
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ana


https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-
environmental-programs/water-waste-disposal-

predevelopment-planning-grants 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-environmental-programs/water-waste-disposal-predevelopment-planning-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-environmental-programs/water-waste-disposal-predevelopment-planning-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-environmental-programs/water-waste-disposal-predevelopment-planning-grants


https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-environmental-programs/water-waste-disposal-loan-grant-program 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-environmental-programs/water-waste-disposal-loan-grant-program


Research the 
Funding 
Opportunities

Climate Change, Resiliency & Adaptation
Tribal Climate Resilience Annual Awards 

Program | Indian Affairs (bia.gov)

https://www.bia.gov/service/tcr-annual-awards-program
https://www.bia.gov/service/tcr-annual-awards-program




https://www.bia.gov/bia/ots/tcr/previous-awards 

https://www.bia.gov/bia/ots/tcr/previous-awards




State Funding for Tribal 
Projects



Through this competitive funding, all federally 
recognized nations, pueblos, and tribes within 
New Mexico have an opportunity to submit a 
robust project proposal for their community. 

At each funding cycle, the project proposal is 
evaluated and based on scoring, is awarded funds 
through the 13-person Tribal Infrastructure Board, 
which is administratively attached to the New 
Mexico Indian Affairs Department.

Tribal Infrastructure Fund

https://www.iad.nm.gov/programs-and-funding/tribal-
infrastructure-fund/ 

https://www.iad.nm.gov/programs-and-funding/tribal-infrastructure-fund/
https://www.iad.nm.gov/programs-and-funding/tribal-infrastructure-fund/


Qualified Projects

Planning, designing, constructing, 
improving, expanding or equipping:

• Water/wastewater facilities
• Major water systems
• Electrical power lines
• Communications
• Roads
• Health infrastructure
• Emergency response
• Infrastructure needed to 

encourage economic growth

37



https://efcnetwork.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/05/Tribal-Water-
and-Wastewater-Funding-Sources.pdf 

Other Resources 
& Information 

https://efcnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Tribal-Water-and-Wastewater-Funding-Sources.pdf
https://efcnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Tribal-Water-and-Wastewater-Funding-Sources.pdf
https://efcnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Tribal-Water-and-Wastewater-Funding-Sources.pdf


After Your Research and Review
Does any of these Funding Opportunities Meet the 

Tribe’s Needs?



Tribal Protocol 







Funding Assistance for Drinking Water & Wastewater and the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
Tribal EPA Region 9 – Annual Conference

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlv05QcnmBI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlv05QcnmBI


Questions?
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