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Policy Landscape Thursday, 10 October 2024

10:00am Mountain Time



Logistics



Certificate of Completion

This session has NOT been submitted for pre-approval of Continuing Education Credits, but 
eligible attendees will receive a certificate of attendance for their personal record.

To receive a certificate:

• You must attend the entire session
• You must register and attend using your real name and unique email address - group viewing 

credit will not be acceptable
• You must participate in polls
• Certificates will be sent via email within 30 days

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact 
smallsystems@syr.edu.

mailto:smallsystems@syr.edu


About Us
The Environmental Finance Center Network (EFCN) is a university- and non-profit-based organization 
creating innovative solutions to the difficult how-to-pay issues of environmental protection and water 
infrastructure. 

The EFCN works collectively and as individual centers to address these issues across the entire U.S, 
including the 5 territories and the Navajo Nation. The EFCN aims to assist public and private sectors 
through training, direct professional assistance, production of durable resources, and innovative 
policy ideas.



Webinar Series Overview

Title Date

Green Infrastructure 101 18 April 2024

Equitable Green Infrastructure in a Changing Climate 25 July 2024

Navigating the Green Infrastructure Policy Landscape 10 October 2024

Asset Management for Green Infrastructure 23 January 2025

Funding Green Infrastructure 24 April 2025

Partnerships are Critical to Successful Green Infrastructure 17 July 2025

Building a Green Infrastructure Workforce 16 October 2025

Green Infrastructure Frameworks for Environmental Justice 22 January 2026

Source Water Protection and Watershed Planning for Wildfire 16 April 2026

Bridging the Gap: Integrating Land and Water Planning for Sustainable Futures 16 July 2026



Overview of Today’s Webinar
1. Brief recap: What is green 

infrastructure?
2. Albuquerque’s GSI Policy Journey with 

Tammy Fiebelkorn
3. Green Stormwater Infrastructure 

National and State Policy Opportunities 
with Pete Hill

4. Resources
5. Question & Answer session with 

speakers



Today’s Speakers

Shannon Sloane Pepper
Trainer and Technical 
Assistance Provider

Tammy Fiebelkorn
Albuquerque City Counselor, 

District 7
Western Resource Advocates

Founder, Positive Links

Pete Hill
Senior Policy Advisor, Green 

Infrastructure at 
Environmental Policy 

Innovation Center



About You!

Please 
complete the 
poll that pops 
up on your 
screen.



Quick Recap: Green Infrastructure
What makes green infrastructure such a compelling water 
management option for communities of all sizes?



Water/Wastewater/Stormwater Infrastructure

Gray: Green:



Example: Gray & Green Stormwater Infrastructure

Function: Convey storm water away from roads/buildings

Sewer pipe Infiltration trench

Some co-benefits of 
infiltration trench:
• Filtration of water 

through soil 
• Plant & fungi uptake 

of pollutants
• Dispersed absorption –

stormwater does not 
make it to treatment 
plant

• Space for public 
enjoyment, habitat

Gray Green



Why Green Infrastructure? 

Climate Resiliency

Co-Benefits

Partnerships



Policy is a Crucial Part of Green Infrastructure

Policy limits what is possible 
in terms of what you build, 
and also creates the space for 
whatever you want to build



Albuquerque’s GSI 
Policy Journey

Tammy Fiebelkorn
Albuquerque City Councilor, District 
7



Albuquerque’s Journey

Complete Streets 
Ordinance

Integrated 
Development 

Ordinance

GSI incorporation 
into Complete 

Streets



Albuquerque’s New GSI Policy

Included Not 
Included



The Definition that went through 12 
revisions:



What’s actually required?



More Requirements:



More Requirements:



Building Blocks for GSI Policy

EXPERTISE STAFF SUPPORT PUBLIC SUPPORT TIMELINESS ELECTED OFFICIAL 
SUPPORT



Building Political Support

Start early – go 
slow

Show need Work 
collaboratively

Get bi-partisan 
support



Albuquerque’s 
Next Steps

Pilot project in District 7

Revamp of existing bumpouts, etc.

GSI expert contract assistance

More policy needed







Equity Matters • Underserved Communities:
• Geographic Locations
• Climate Impacts
• Inability to Fund Improvements
• Need for Government 

Intervention



Additional Policy Needs

New
vs 

Existing

Incentives 
vs 

Regulation

Public 
vs 

Private



Moving Forward

WORKING GROUP 
FORMED

IDENTIFY NEEDS INCREASE 
FUNDING

ADDITIONAL 
POLICY



Thank you! 

Tammy Fiebelkorn
Albuquerque City Councilor, 
District 7
tfiebelkorn@cabq.gov
505-410-3884

mailto:tfiebelkorn@cabq.gov


Green Infrastructure Policy in your Area

Please 
complete the 
poll that pops 
up on your 
screen.



Green Stormwater 
Infrastructure national and state 

policy opportunities 
October 10, 2024



We build policies that deliver 
spectacular improvement in the 
speed of environmental 
progress.



What we work 
on

Water Equity Restoration Technology

Endangered Species Procurement Agriculture



Agenda

1. What is national/state GSI policy?
2. Drivers of GSI implementation
3. Where we are now
4. Opportunities to boost GSI
5. What might constitute national GSI 

policy?



Decisions on project implementation and ease of 
implementation mostly decided on a local level

Current policy levers boil down to 
- Regulation/consent decrees
- Administrative rules and priorities
- Funding (state and federal)

Mountains of case studies, technical 
assistance/guidance, encouragement, aspiration 
and inspiration

What is national/state GSI “policy”?



STRONG

1. CSO consent decrees (DC, 
Philly, Cincinnati, Lancaster, 
Peoria, etc..)

2. A few TMDLs (Chesapeake 
Bay the star….)

Drivers of implementation - regulatory & admin rules 

WEAK

1. MS4 permits (focus on 6 
required elements - lots of 
necessary housekeeping, little 
appetite for retrofits)

2. 10% Green Project Reserve for 
CWSRF (encourages state to hit 
20%)
“subject to available projects”, 
“GI, Water and energy efficiency, 
and other env. beneficial 
projects”



EPA Overflow and Stormwater Grants:             41M
CWSRF (BIL supplemental): 2,403M
Community Change Grants (EPA):                          2,000M
FEMA Building Resilient Infr. and Comm.               880M

GSI is an eligible project type or strategy for all -

If 5% were spent on GSI, that’s 266M/year!

Federal Funding (2024) 



Low percentage of SRF $ are used for nature-based 
infrastructure

38
38



39
39



Is GSI the “spice” that sits on the shelf?  

Biorention

Green Roofs

Permeable pavers

Cisterns



1. Some very impressive (sometimes very expensive) 
examples that don’t always translate to many parts of 
the country.

2. Unevenly distributed GSI
3. Subset of urban GSI evangelists

Where are we now?  



GSI in vastly different contexts 

Seattle Public Utilities “beyond code”
Casa, AR - pop. 171
regular flooding



Things EPIC is doing to expand the reach of GSI

1.  Engaging with state SRF programs, influencing state 
administrative prioritization criteria



2. Lifting up ways to 
incorporate maintenance into 
capital costs

Things EPIC is doing to expand the reach of GSI



Things EPIC is doing to expand the reach of GSI

3. Supporting the    
development of 
Community-Based 
Public- Private 
Partnerships (CBP3s)



Things EPIC is doing to expand the reach of GSI

4.  Lifting up best state practices that support GSI



Things EPIC is doing to expand the reach of GSI

5.  Tracking the results of alternative 
contracting arrangements

Some have been shown to reduce 
unit costs for stormwater capture and 
treatment (Anne Arundel County, MD)



Establishment of GSI reserve for major federal pots of funding 
(would require that Congress stipulate this in funding 
appropriations).

5% of funding stream reserved for GSI with target of 
distributing 50% in Disadvantaged Communities (DACs)

Commitment of states to prioritize GSI by stipulating similar 
targets (ie..2022 Maryland Conservation Finance Act)

What might comprise elements of a national GSI policy?

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/611cc20b78b5f677dad664ab/t/6393a0fe174f4d6593cee367/1670619391265/2022+Conservation+Finance+Act+section+summary.pdf


Workforce Development & Integration of GSI into standard workforce 
development funding streams

Local business support and training

Local code and ordinance updates

Stormwater Utility existence

Econ. development/beautification plans must include GSI

Integration of GSI master plan into local TMDLs for lakes/rivers
*will look different in small/large communities

What national GSI funding policy would drive the local changes 
needed to make GSI easier?



Workforce 
Development

Local code updates

Stormwater Utility existence

Local 
redevelopment 
plans codify GSI



Incentivizing local policy changes with funding

Local policy changes to support 
GSI

Often not enforceable 
requirements but rather best 
practices specific to community

Amenable to rating system (ie..1-
5)

Critical to achieving co-benefits of 
GSI (workforce, community health, 
economic)

Federal funding

Tying level of federal cost-share 
to these policy changes will only 
increase effectiveness of federal $

Beyond “check marks” to 
evaluating ability to deliver quality 
GSI

Can drive communities to make 
often challenging tweaks



Community GSI rating system

GSI support rating system Points based 
upon 
completeness

GSI integrated into workforce development pgms. 0-15

Local business training in GSI techniques 0-15

Local code and ordinance updates 0-15

Stormwater Utility formation 0-15

Economic development plans codify GSI 0-15

TMDL implementation plans integrating GSI 0-15

Percentage of federal cost-share 90



Questions?
pete@policyinnovation.org



Additional Resources



Tackling Barriers to Green Infrastructure: An Audit of 
Local Codes and Ordinances

https://www.seagrant.wisc.edu/our-work/focus-areas/coastal-
communities/green-infrastructure/policy

https://www.seagrant.wisc.edu/our-work/focus-areas/coastal-communities/green-infrastructure/policy


Integrated Asset Management Framework & Green 
Asset Resource Database

https://swefcapps.unm.edu/gardb

https://swefcapps.unm.edu/gardb


Questions?



Current series flyer in 
your “Handouts” tab

+ 2 In-Person Workshops in 
Albuquerque:
• Finding Allies and Building 

Relationships, Part 1
Spring 2025

• Finding Allies and Building 
Relationships, Part 2

Spring 2026



Please fill out the survey for this webinar!



Thanks for attending!

Next webinar in our Green Infrastructure 
Series:
Asset Management for Green Infrastructure
January 23rd, 2025
Registration is open!

Shannon Sloane Pepper 
Webinar Series Host
spepper@unm.edu

mailto:spepper@unm.edu
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