
This program is made possible under a cooperative agreement with US EPA .www.efcnetwork.org

Green Infrastructure Webinar Series
Webinar 2: Equitable Green Infrastructure in 
a Changing Climate 

Thursday, 25 July 2024

10:00am Mountain Time



Logistics



Certificate of Completion

This session has NOT been submitted for pre-approval of Continuing Education Credits, 

but eligible attendees will receive a certificate of attendance for their personal record.

To receive a certificate:

• You must attend the entire session

• You must register and attend using your real name and unique email address -  group 

viewing credit will not be acceptable

• You must participate in polls

• Certificates will be sent via email within 30 days

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact 

smallsystems@syr.edu.

mailto:smallsystems@syr.edu


About Us

The Environmental Finance Center Network (EFCN) is a university- and non-profit-based 

organization creating innovative solutions to the difficult how-to-pay issues of environmental 

protection and water infrastructure. 

The EFCN works collectively and as individual centers to address these issues across the 

entire U.S, including the 5 territories and the Navajo Nation. The EFCN aims to assist public 

and private sectors through training, direct professional assistance, production of durable 

resources, and innovative policy ideas.



Today’s Speakers

Shannon Sloane Pepper
Research Scientist

Dany Garcia Moreno
Climate Resilience Planner 

Carson Risner
Senior Research Analyst



About You!

Please 
complete the 
poll that pops 
up on your 
screen.



Quick Recap: Green Infrastructure
What makes green infrastructure such a compelling water management 
option for communities of all sizes?



Water/Wastewater/Stormwater Infrastructure

Gray: Green:



Example: Gray & Green Stormwater Infrastructure

Function: Convey storm water away from roads/buildings

Sewer pipe Infiltration trench

Some co-benefits of 
infiltration trench:
• Filtration of water 

through soil 
• Plant & fungi uptake 

of pollutants
• Dispersed absorption – 

stormwater does not 
make it to treatment 
plant

• Space for public 
enjoyment, habitat

Gray Green



Why Green Infrastructure? 

Climate Resiliency

Co-Benefits

Partnerships



Webinar Series Overview

Title Date

Green Infrastructure 101 18 April 2024

Equitable Green Infrastructure in a Changing Climate 25 July 2024

Navigating the Green Infrastructure Policy Landscape 10 October 2024

Asset Management for Green Infrastructure 23 January 2025

Funding Green Infrastructure 24 April 2025

Partnerships are Critical to Successful Green Infrastructure 17 July 2025

Building a Green Infrastructure Workforce 16 October 2025

Green Infrastructure Frameworks for Environmental Justice 22 January 2026

Source Water Protection and Watershed Planning for Wildfire 16 April 2026

Bridging the Gap: Integrating Land and Water Planning for Sustainable Futures 16 July 2026



An introduction to our community-led, environment and climate justice work

Daniela Garcia Moreno, Climate Resilience Planner

Anthropocene Alliance (A2)



Who is A2?

A2 is the nation’s 
largest coalition of 

frontline 
communities 

fighting for climate 
and environmental 

justice.



Our Mission

Our mission is to support frontline communities impacted by 
pollution, flooding, fire, excessive heat, and the cumulative impacts 

of climate change. We do that by proving them technical and 
organizing expertise, grant writing support, and a platform for 

sharing ideas and experience. We also educate residents, 
regulators, and elected officials on the best policies to mitigate 

environmental harms.  



Our Members

• 335 members across 46 U.S. states 

and territories

• 96% of organizational leaders live in 

the communities they represent

• 72% organizations are woman-led

• 85% of communities supported are 

underserved

• 74% community supported are 

majority BIPOC 



Our Partners



Technical Assistance and Track Record

$8,787,050
Total value of pro-bono 

services received by members 
via A2 (across 208 members)

$76,516,897
Total value of funds requested 

by members via A2 (across 
221 members)



Environmental Justice Communities

Justice 40 Definition:
Communities that are 

marginalized by 
underinvestment and 

overburdened by pollution 
(and other environmental 
harms/climate impacts)

Resources for Identifying EJ 
communities:

• Climate and Economic Justice 
Screening Tool (CEJST)

• FEMA National Risk Index
• EPA Environmental Justice 

Mapping and Screening Tool 
(EJScreen)



Primary Concerns



Our Solutions

Focus on community-led projects and support

• Mutual Aid

• Community Engagement/Organizing

• Capacity Building

• Supporting projects from Planning to Implementation



Mutual Aid Fund

● Lifeline for impacted communities

● Fund provides up to $4,000 in pre and post-disaster relief

● Can be used for: hotel and other emergency housing, generators, 

drinking water, cleaning and sanitation goods, baby supplies, materials 

for repairs, tools, food and clothing, transportation, and medical supplies

Donate here!



Community Engagement and Organizing

Community organizing training in New Orleans, LA in 
collaboration with ACORN International

Members using A2 advocacy 
merchandise



Capacity Building



Planning to Implementation



Vision: 

Sweetwater Preserve, 

Reidsville, GA



Key Takeaways

Listen and learn

Meet communities where they are

Be an ally and advocate

Lean on partnerships and existing resources



Please answer this question in the chat box:

What is the top 
Environmental Justice priority 
or issue, related to 
stormwater and wastewater, 
in your community or a 
community you are working 
with?
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Community Resilience: Making the 
Case for Nature-Based Solutions
Carson Risner, Senior Research Analyst| 07/25/2024

28
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Earth Economics
quantifies and values the benefits 

nature provides 



NATURAL CAPITAL
performs natural functions that 
provide goods and services that 
humans need to survive. 
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ECOSYSTEM SERVICES
are quantifiable benefits humans 
receive from nature.
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32

Millenium 
Ecosystem 
Assessment 
Framework
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Ecosystem Service Valuation (ESV)

33
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Types of Resiliency Projects

34

Figure 
credit: 
Martin 
et al. 
(2021)  



Nature-Based Solutions and ESV

• Address vulnerability

• Provide co-benefits

• Improve quality of life



Why Valuation?

APPLES TO APPLES 
COMPARISON

MEASURE OF 
IMPORTANCE

INCLUDE NATURE WITHIN 
DECISION MAKING



Uses of ESV

• of life• Raising awareness

• Applying for funds

• Reporting on impacts

• Community development planning

• Stormwater/carbon/environmental credits



• Environmental justice

• Beneficiary mapping

ESV and Equity



How Others Have Used ESV 

• of life• South Bronx Unite- Awareness raising

• Water Wise Gulf South- Community development

• Green Compass- Reporting/stormwater credits

• Federal Emergency Management Agency- Decision making & 
reporting







References

• of life• Martin, J. G. C., Scolobig, A., Linnerooth-Bayer, J., Liu, W., & 
 Balsiger, J.  (2021). Catalyzing Innovation: Governance 
 Enablers of Nature-Based Solutions. Sustainability, 13(4), 
 Article 4. https://doi.org/10.3390/su13041971



THANK YOU
Contact Information: crisner@eartheconomics.org



Additional Resources



Equity Guide for Green Stormwater 
Infrastructure Practitioners

https://giexchange.org/equity-
guide



Report: Benefits of Community-Driven 
Green Infrastructure

https://www.eartheconomics.org/all-publications/2021/wwgs



Integrated Asset Management Framework & 
Green Asset Resource Database

https://swefcapps.unm.edu/gardb



Questions?



Current series flyer in 
your “Handouts” tab

+ 2 In-Person Workshops in 
Albuquerque:
• Finding Allies and Building 

Relationships, Part 1
 Spring 2025

• Finding Allies and Building 
Relationships, Part 2
 Spring 2026



Please fill out the survey for this webinar!



Thanks for attending!

Next webinar in our Green Infrastructure Series:

 Navigating the Green Infrastructure Policy 
Landscape

October 10th, 2024

Registration is open!

Shannon Sloane Pepper 
Webinar Series Host
spepper@unm.edu 

mailto:spepper@unm.edu
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