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Objectives This Webinar

• Familiarize recipients with the federal & state requirements for environmental 
review (ER)

• Identify the role of Recipients in ER
• Define the steps in the ER process, and the resources Recipients will use to 

document the review



Environmental Review 
Requirements, Roles & 
Resources



The Requirements and Roles 

Applicable environmental review requirements
• Federal: National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) & Other Federal laws & 

authorities: 24 CFR Part 58
ü Federal – Recipient is the “Responsible Entity”

• State: State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) 6NYCRR Part 617
ü SEQR – Recipient is the Lead Agency 

• OCR is the review authority



Resources
Office of Community Renewal (OCR) Resources
• Office of Community Renewal (OCR) Resources

Ø Grant Administration Manual (GAM) Chapter 2
Ø Exhibit 2-2 Environmental Review Checklist



Resources
NEPA Assist

NEPA Assist Maps 

Airport Hazards - HUD Exchange 

Agricultural Districts | Agriculture and Markets (ny.gov)

Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS)? | FEMA.gov 

FEMA's National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL) Viewer (arcgis.com)

Environmental Resource Mapper - NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation

https://www.epa.gov/nepa/nepassist
https://nepassisttool.epa.gov/nepassist/nepamap.aspx
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/airport-hazards/
https://agriculture.ny.gov/land-and-water/agricultural-districts
https://www.fema.gov/faq/coastal-barrier-resources-system-cbrs
https://hazards-fema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8b0adb51996444d4879338b5529aa9cd
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/38801.html


Additional Resources
• OCR GAM Chapter 2 related web links:  

• Exhibit 2-13 Links to Outside Agency Forms 
• SEQR Short Form (Part 1) (Part 2 & 3)
• SEQR Full EAF (Part 1) (Part 2) (Part 3)
• DOS Coastal Assessment Form
• Acceptable Separation Distance Guidebook

• HUD Resources: https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/
• WISER web-based training

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/permits_ej_operations_pdf/seafpartone.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/permits_ej_operations_pdf/seafpartwo.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/permits_ej_operations_pdf/feafpart1.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/permits_ej_operations_pdf/feafpart2.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/permits_ej_operations_pdf/feafpart3.pdf
https://dos.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/05/caf_11_3_08.pdf
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=d069cc05d4632fedJmltdHM9MTY3MDI4NDgwMCZpZ3VpZD0xMDAyOTE1Mi1lNzU4LTY5OTktMzBiMS04MzIwZTZkNzY4ODcmaW5zaWQ9NTQyOA&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=10029152-e758-6999-30b1-8320e6d76887&psq=hud+acceptable+separation+distance+guidebook&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaHVkZXhjaGFuZ2UuaW5mby9yZXNvdXJjZS8yNzYyL2FjY2VwdGFibGUtc2VwYXJhdGlvbi1kaXN0YW5jZS1ndWlkZWJvb2svIzp-OnRleHQ9VGhpcyUyMGd1aWRlJTIwcHJvdmlkZXMlMjBIVUQlMjBzdGFmZiUyQyUyMGNvbW11bml0eSUyMHBsYW5uZXJzJTJDJTIwYXJjaGl0ZWN0cyUyQyxvciUyMHBldHJvY2hlbWljYWxzJTIwb2YlMjBhbiUyMGV4cGxvc2l2ZSUyMG9yJTIwZmxhbW1hYmxlJTIwbmF0dXJlLg&ntb=1
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=66c1dd34fb61667fJmltdHM9MTY3MDI4NDgwMCZpZ3VpZD0xMDAyOTE1Mi1lNzU4LTY5OTktMzBiMS04MzIwZTZkNzY4ODcmaW5zaWQ9NTE3Mw&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=10029152-e758-6999-30b1-8320e6d76887&psq=wiser+hud+exchange&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaHVkZXhjaGFuZ2UuaW5mby90cmFpbmluZ3Mvd2lzZXIv&ntb=1


Prohibited Actions Prior to ER Completion

Until review is completed, and funds released, 
the Recipient (and its partners) may not:
• Commit (execute legally binding agreements) or 
     expend CDBG funds 
• Commit or expend non-HUD funds
• Undertake a “choice limiting” action, e.g.:

– Acquisition
– Demolition/movement
– Construction/rehabilitation/repair

Recipient can incur planning and other exempt costs prior to release, but at their risk



Steps in the Process



The Environmental Review Process



Key Steps

1. Designate 
the Certifying 

Officer
2. Define the 
Project Scope

3. Classify the 
Project

4. Conduct 
the Review

5. Create the 
Environmental 

Review 
Record

6. Notify the 
Public & 

Submit ERR 
to OCR



3. Classify the Project – Part 58

Exempt (58.34)
• Environmental studies
• Fin services
• Admin
• Public services no physical 

changes
• Testing 
• Engineering/design
• TA/training
• Improvements to address 

imminent threats

Categorically 
Excluded (not subject 
to 58.5 – 58.35(b))
• TBRA
• Supportive services
• Operating costs
• Homebuyer purchase 

assistance
• Housing pre-dev costs
• Supplemental assistance to 

approved project

Categorically 
Excluded (subject to 
58.5 – 58.35(a))
• Existing public facilities & 

improvements
• Removal of architectural 

barriers
• Some 1-4 unit rehab (limits)
• Some 5+ unit rehab (limits)
• Individual action (not rehab) 

on 1-4 unit or 5+ scattered 
site

• Acquisition/disposition of 
existing structure or vacant 
land for same use

Subject to NEPA 
(58.36) – any activity 
not in 58.34 or 58.35, 
such as:
• Multi-family & non-residential 

new construction or 
substantial rehab 

• Conversions or changes in 
land use

• New public facilities or 
improvements



Classify the Project - SEQR

Form 2-3A

Type I Action
• SEQR Long Form required
• Coordinated Review; publication in Environmental Notices Bulletin (ENB)

Ø Type II Action – no SEQR Action

Ø Unlisted Action
• SEQR Short Form required



Conduct the Review

The Review varies by project classification
Generally, two main types of reviews for Part 58:
1. Compliance Determination – for projects that are Categorically Excluded, 

completion of Statutory Checklist(s)
2. Environmental Assessment – for projects not exempt or excluded, full 

environmental assessment plus Statutory Checklists
– If finding of impact, Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) required



Historic Review

Statutory Checklist

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
• Electronic Submission at: https://cris.parks.ny.gov 

Tribal Historical Preservation Office (THPO)
• Must be consulted for all ground disturbance projects https://egis.hud.gov/tdat/ 

and the Certifying Officer MUST undertake THPO consultation 

https://cris.parks.ny.gov/
https://egis.hud.gov/tdat/


Environmental Assessment - 58.36

Projects that are not Exempt or Categorically 
Excluded 58.35(a) or (b) require an Environmental 
Assessment or EIS

Complete Statutory Checklist, and or 
Environmental Assessment Checklist



Environmental Impact Statement – 58.37

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) may be required if project is large scale 
(affecting more than 2,500 beds or 2,500 housing units) or if the project is 
determined thru Environmental Assessment to have a potentially significant 
impact on the environment

• Don’t have to complete EA if EIS is indicated

If your project meets EIS thresholds or will result in significant impact, consult with 
OCR



Public Notice
If not exempt or converted to exempt:

• Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds
• 7-day recipient comment period 
• Then 15-day OCR comment period.

If EA or EIS
• Finding of No Significant Impact and Notice of Intent to Request Release of 

Funds
• 15-day recipient comment period 
• Then 15-day OCR comment period

Recipient must submit the affidavit of publication for the notices with the ERR



Request for Release of Funds

Request for Release of Funds and Certification (RROF)
• Cannot be authorized or dated by the Certifying Officer until the end of the 

comment period.
• Must be submitted as an original copy.
Upon review and approval OCR will send out a Release of Funds letter.
Do not presume the Release of Funds has been approved until receipt of the 
Release of Funds letter has been received.



Release of Funds

OCR will issue a Release of Funds or Concurrence letter upon completion of 
review and comment period.

Prior to submitting a Request for Funds, the municipality must have received the 
Release of Funds letter.

DO NOT INCUR NON-EXEMPT PROJECT COSTS UNTIL
RELEASE OF FUNDS ISSUED BY OCR



Question and 
Answer



CDBG Web Site https://hcr.ny.gov/community-development-block-grant 

https://hcr.ny.gov/community-development-block-grant


CDBG Web Site https://hcr.ny.gov/community-development-block-grant#grant-administration-manual



CDBG Web Site 



Questions

If you have any questions, please contact NYS OCR at OCRINFO@hcr.ny.gov   

Charlie Philion, Program Director for Community Development
Charles.Philion@hcr.ny.gov  

Scott LaMountain, Program Director for Economic Development
Scott.LaMountain@hcr.ny.gov  

mailto:OCRINFO@hcr.ny.gov
mailto:Charles.Philion@hcr.ny.gov
mailto:Charles.Philion@hcr.ny.gov


USDA  RUR AL D E VELOPMEN
T

Environmental Review 
USDA Rural Development

SU-EFC : Engineers Roundtable
4 April 2024



Federal Financing – environmental review comply with NEPA

USDA RD Environmental Regulations – 7 CFR 1970 
 Project Review Categories
• Categorical Exclusion – CE no Environmental Report (ER)
• Categorical Exclusion (CE) with ER (95% of RD projects)
• Environmental Assessment (EA) – specific format with public 

notices (typical new source or discharge)
• Env. Impact Statement (EIS)

USDA Project Environmental Review



• RD ER guide -  Format in regulation, but flexible.  Outline of 
information to be provided on potential impacts to 
environmental resources
• Historic Preservation – Sec. 106
• ESA (Endangered Species Act) – Sec. 7
•Wetlands - Federal and State, Utility lines vs. structures/roads
• Floodplains – Provide FEMA Map, FEMA Form FF-FY-21-116 for 

structures (formerly 86-32); new FFRMS – Federal Flood Risk Mgt. Stnd.
• Others - SEQR status, NRCS review, Ag. Districts, Fed. sole source aquifers, 

Canal, ADK, parks, coastal zone, scenic rivers, air, noise, transportation
• May apply without agency responses (draft)

Environmental Report (ER)



FFRMS: Federal Flood Risk Management Standard

• Established by EO 13690 (which modified EO 11988 to include 
the FFRMS)
• Resilience standard with a higher vertical elevation and 

horizontal extent than the 100-yr floodplain
• Applies to new construction and substantial improvement 

projects
• Does not impact flood insurance requirements; the insurance 

standard remains the 100-yr floodplain



•Maps – show project on environmental resource maps
• Consistent scope with PER and application
• Historic Preservation –
• SHPO info and/or CRIS link.
• Nations USDA template letters sent by applicant.
• NPA process available for timing of financing.
• USDA makes determination.

• ESA and FWS and DEC
• Federal Species: IPaC and D-Key letter (s).  
• RD will contact FWS for concurrence of determination, if 

needed. 
• State Species: if listings, need DEC regional office comments.

ER – (cont.)



RD files - 
• Final Determinations via RD internal form. 
• Sec. 106 Conclusion Memo
• FWS concurrence letter (if needed)
• Environmental Mitigation Measures
• Requirements specific to project
• In Letter of Conditions (LOC)
• Archeological review with SHPO/Tribes (using NPA)
• Contract Document Review for Construction

Env. Review for RD Financing



•Common update/response needs:  
• ER and PER scope not match
• Carrying over selected alternative from PER into ER
• Not including all components of the proposed work on 

maps and for other party reviews like SHPO, tribes and 
permitting agencies

• Listing all permits needed (from regional DEC and ACOE 
correspondence (Required))

• Incorrect Sec. 106 letters.  Initiation and Findings 
• Not including coastal zone maps, SSA, Canal maps, Green 

book-Air, Transportation Noise comments
• SEQR is not an ER for RD Application

Env. Review for RD Financing (cont.)



•RD review & response to the env. document
• Respond to RD comments.  Email.
• Let RD know location of addressed comments/documents in 

ER/EA (attachments, page numbers, listing appendices) 
is greatly appreciated and will expedite RD completing the 
review.

Env. Review for RD Financing (cont.)



John T. Helgren, P.E., State Engineer & State Environmental Coordinator
U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development
Cortland Office
315-412-3758 (cell)
john.helgren@usda.gov

Thomas W. Lacko, Environmental Protection Specialist
U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development
108 Holiday Way
Schoharie, NY 12157
518-295-8600 ext. 106 (office)
thomas.lacko@usda.gov 

mailto:john.helgren@usda.gov
mailto:thomas.lacko@usda.gov


Liz Ricci, P.E.
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State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR)
and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
Requirements



State Revolving Funds (SRF)

EFC Administers New York’s Clean Water and 
Drinking Water SRFs
The US EPA provides Capitalization Grants to the 
State annually to help capitalize these programs, in 
addition to State match funds
An environmental review is required for all project 
receiving EFC funds
Submitted with the SRF or grant applications



SEQR and NEPA environmental review 
requirements vary depending on funding packages 
offered by EFC
EPA requires the SRFs to follow the State 
Environmental Review Process (SERP)
SERP is “NEPA-like”, meaning some, but not all, 
federal requirements apply
What is your project scope and how is it being 
funded?

SEQR vs NEPA Requirements



State Environmental Review Process (SERP)

Applicants seeking SRF financing must 
comply with SERP
o Applies to all DWSRF projects and CWSRF 

Treatment Works projects (Clean Water Act 212)

The project must be treated as a SEQR 
Type I Action unless it is a Type II Action
o Full Environmental Assessment Form
o Coordinated review with involved agencies



State Environmental Review Process (SERP)

If the project is a SEQR Type II action, the Recipient must submit:
o Certified copy of the resolution declaring the project a Type II action
o Must reference the specific exemption(s) being relied upon

If the project is a SEQR Type I/Unlisted Action, the Recipient 
must submit:
o Signed and dated Full Environmental Assessment Form, Part 1
o A certified copy of the resolution declaring Lead Agency status
o Lead Agency solicitation notices and responses
o A certified copy of the resolution issuing a Negative Declaration
o Signed and dated Full Environmental Assessment Form, Parts 2 and 3
o Proof of Environmental Notice Bulletin publication of the Negative Declaration



State Grant Projects
Projects that do not need to comply with 
NEPA, only SEQR:
o WIIA/IMG grant awardees, not using SRF financing
o Non-point source projects (Clean Water Act 319; GIGP)

If the project is a SEQR Unlisted Action, the 
Recipient must submit:
o A Full or Short Environmental Assessment Form
o A certified copy of the resolution issuing a Negative 

Declaration
o Coordinated review is optional



Federal Grant Projects
Projects with Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) funding must meet 
all NEPA requirements if identified as “Equivalency” on Intended Use 
Plan
Funding for these projects is considered federal funds
Additional Federal environmental cross-cutters apply, in addition to 
SEQR/SERP
CWSRF equivalency projects are projects serving populations >10,000
o Identified on the CWSRF IUP with an “E”

DWSRF equivalency projects are referred to as Tier I Projects
o Projects participating in the DWSRF Equivalency Incentive Program, and projects 

funded with BIL-EC and BIL-LSL



How do I know if my CWSRF project is Equivalency?
42
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o Provided to Applicants with BIL 
notification letter

o Municipality must complete 
form to supplement SEQR 

Some projects 
do not need 

to completed 
checklist

Typical SEQR Process 
in addition to 

Crosscutter Review 
Checklist

Equivalency Checklist
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Documentation Submitted



Thank you!
Liz Ricci, P.E.

Program Manager
Engineering Division

Elizabeth.Ricci@efc.ny.gov


