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Mission: Assist in 
financing qualified 
infrastructure projects 

� Grants

� Loans

� Technical Assistance

SOUTH CAROLINA RURAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE AUTHORITY

Construction of sewer upgrade project for Latta





WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

Eligible Applicants

•Local Governments*
•Special Purpose Districts
•Public Service Districts
•Public Works Commissions

* A local government may also apply on 
behalf of a not-for-profit water/sewer 
company operating within their 
jurisdiction. 

Calhoun Falls after RIA-funded 

tank renovation



PROJECT ELIGIBILITY

Distressed/least 
developed 

(Tier III & IV) 
counties.

Distressed 
census tract in 

non-urban area of 
Tier I & II 
counties. 

Service area of 
current State 

CDBG or USDA 
infrastructure 

grant.  

Three Ways to Qualify







GRANT PROGRAM CATEGORIES

BASIC ECONOMIC
ECONOMIC



BASIC INFRASTRUCTURE

Objectives: 

• Protect the public 
health

• Bring systems into    
compliance with 
environmental quality 
standards 

• Increase community 
sustainability Ware Shoals water line upgrade



BASIC INFRASTRUCTURE

Match Requirements

All Applicants:

Non-construction 
costs 

Tier I and II 
Counties:

25% of 
construction costs 

Up to $500,000 per project
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Unsatisfactory ratings.

Other health/environmental concerns not 
documented by DHEC but supported by other 
appropriate documentation.

Existing infrastructure that has aged or 
severely deteriorated.

Other system enhancements that 
significantly improve system capacity.



BASIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXAMPLESBASIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXAMPLESBASIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXAMPLESBASIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXAMPLES

Example #1

PROBLEM: Deteriorating 2” 
lines with lead joints,  
SOLUTION: Upgraded water 
lines for capacity and reliability
RIA FUNDS: $283,000
MATCH: $36,400



BASIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXAMPLESBASIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXAMPLESBASIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXAMPLESBASIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXAMPLES

Example #2

PROBLEM: Unsatisfactory 
rating for water tank (as part of a 
Consent Order). 
SOLUTION: Constructed new 
water tank
RIA FUNDS: $252,500
MATCH: $750,000



Example #3

PROBLEM: Sewage overflows 
during peak wet weather and 
flooding conditions. 
SOLUTION: Constructed new 
pump station at higher elevation
RIA FUNDS: $350,000
MATCH: $1,529,715

BASIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXAMPLESBASIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXAMPLESBASIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXAMPLESBASIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXAMPLES



Example #4

PROBLEM: Blockage and back-
up, result of failing vitrified clay 
pipe in constant need of service 
and repair
SOLUTION: Conversion to Low 
Pressure Sewer System with 
installation of small grinder pumps 
RIA FUNDS: $268,500
MATCH: $150,000

BASIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXAMPLESBASIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXAMPLESBASIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXAMPLESBASIC INFRASTRUCTURE EXAMPLES



ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE

Objectives: 

• Build the capacity of 
publically-owned 
infrastructure 

• Create opportunities 
for economic 
development 

• Support job creation     
and investment



ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE

Match Requirements

All Applicants:

Non-construction 
costs 

Tier I and II 
Counties:

25% of 
construction 

costs 

Up to $500,000 per project



BEFOREBEFOREBEFOREBEFORE

Fairfield County

Industrial Park 

Development

AFTERAFTERAFTERAFTER

BOMAG

121 jobs 

$18.2M Capital Investment

ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS



ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

Hampton County Spec Building
Nupi Americas Inc.
37 new jobs    $4.9 M investment

Water and Sewer Improvements



GRANT APPLICATION

Forms

AttachmentsNarrative



ATTACHMENTS

1. Narrative
2. Preliminary Engineering Cost Estimate
3. Maps
4. Program Documentation

� Basic Infrastructure
� Economic Infrastructure

� Product Development
� Economic Development/Jobs

5. Funding and Other Commitments



GRANT APPLICATION DEADLINE

Applications accepted 
twice a year

Spring and Fall

Applications 
available at 
ria.sc.gov





RIA LOAN RESOURCES

• State Revolving Funds

– Drinking Water Program

– Clean Water Program

• Jointly administered 

– DHEC’s Bureau of Water

– RIA’s Office of Local Government

• Two Step Application Process

– Project Questionnaire – Submit to DHEC

– Loan Application – Submit to RIA/OLG



Clean Water SRF
• Making loans since 1989

• $972 million  in loans

• Average loan amount - $5.7 million

• Range from under $1 million to $36 million

Drinking Water SRF
• Making loans since 1998

• $261 million in loans

• Average loan amount - $3.8 million

• Range from under $1 million to $14 million

SRF FINANCIAL SUMMARY



FY 2016 INTEREST RATES

Small System

1.30%

Hardship/Takeover

1.0%

Storm Water

1.30%

Green

1.0%

Standard 

1.80%



ELIGIBLE EXPENSES

• 100% Financing of all eligible expenses

• Reasonable costs associated with completing a project 

as determined by DHEC

Examples:
� Planning, design and 

engineering 

� Legal and appraisal

� Land, ROW/Easement 

acquisition

� Equipment

� Materials

� Construction

� Construction 

management oversight

� Construction contingency



CLEAN WATER: 
PROJECT EXAMPLES

• New, Upgrade or Expansion of a Waste Water 
Treatment Plant

• Sewer Line Rehabilitation or Replacement

• New or Rehabilitated Pump Stations

• New or Improved Collection Systems

• New or Rehabilitation of Interceptors

• Storm water Projects

• Relocation of Waste Water Lines due to Road 
Widening Projects



DRINKING WATER:  
PROJECT EXAMPLES

• New, Upgrade or Expansion of a Surface Water 
Treatment Plant

• Water Storage Facilities

• New or Rehabilitation of Water Lines

• Looping of Distribution Lines

• Interconnecting Systems

• Addition of New Wells

• Water Meter Replacement

• Relocation of Water Lines due to Road 
Widening Projects



FINANCIAL BENEFITS OF SRF LOAN

• Low-interest rates
• Fixed rate financing
• Terms of up to 30 years
• Low closing costs
• Up to 100% financing of all eligible costs



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Funding Partners:

� US Department of Agriculture: 
Rural Development

� US Economic Development 
Administration

� SC Department of Commerce
� SC Department of Health and 

Environmental Control 
� SC Rural Infrastructure Authority



INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDERS
RESOURCES



COORDINATION OF MULTIPLE FUNDING 
SOURCES TO ADDRESS EPA ORDER  

City of Lancaster

PROBLEM: Under EPA Administrative Order on Consent for 
their collection system. 
SOLUTION: Multi-year, multi-phased approach. CIPP lining 
in five Priority Areas (as identified by EPA) – located in three 
of city’s service areas. 

Due to significant costs associated with project, multiple 
agencies participating in effort (SRF, CDBG and RIA)



TOOLS AND RESOURCES

ria.sc.gov



ANY QUESTIONS?

Liz Rosinski
lrosinski@ria.sc.gov

803.737.6804



SRF:
• All time low interest rate of 1.8%
• Funding is competitive

RIA:
• Highest priority given to projects 

that address consent orders & 
violations

• $500K grants available for 
construction costs
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